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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

JUNE 2, 2014 
 
Regular Meeting  
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council was held in the Council Chamber of the Municipal Building on 
Monday, June 2,  2014 at 7 p.m. 
 
Present 
Mayor Daniel T. Drew, Corporation Counsel Daniel B. Ryan, Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary 
A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, 
Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian 
N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David 
Bauer, Sergeant-at-arms Chief of Police William McKenna, and Council Clerk Marie Norwood 
 
Also Present 
Fifty Members of the Public 
 
1. Mayor calls meeting to order. 
 

A. (Pledge of Allegiance) 
 

The Chair asks Carson and Madyson Fitzner to lead the public Pledge of Allegiance.  The Chair states 
good job, thank you both.  Welcome everyone to the June Council meeting.  He apologizes for the 
temperature and the air conditioner is down this evening.  He announces the Mayor's Ball to benefit the 
Booster Club will be held next Saturday and tickets are on sale until Wednesday.   He lets everyone know 
the Mayor for a day participants from Woodrow Wilson Middle School are with them this evening.  You 
heard from Carson and Madyson Fitzner who are the student council presidents.  He asks each Council 
member to state the names of the students who are shadowing them this evening and tomorrow during 
the day. 
 
The chair thanks Mr. Geary for coordinating this program which gives the students locally the chance to 
watch and work in City government from the inside and they always to a good job and it’s a great 
experience. 

 
B. (Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call    and 

meeting a legal meeting.) 
  
 The Chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal meeting. 
 
 
2. Accept/Amend the Agenda. 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval Accept/Amend the Agenda with the following 
changes. He moves to add agenda item 12L regarding the concession stand lease at Palmer Field and 
also as discussed in questions to directors and the spirit of the Council was to remove 12C with the intent 
to send it back to Planning, Conservation, and Development. Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta seconds 
the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the 
matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 

3. Presentations 
 

A. Congratulating Middletown High School DECA Students. 
 

Councilman Santangelo moves to the podium and the Mayor asks the DECA students to come forward.  
Councilman Santangelo reads the resolution.  He states you are a fantastic group of students and he 
congratulates them.  He moves the resolution for approval and is seconded by Councilman Faulkner 
seconds.  The Chair states the resolution is approved by acclamation.  Councilman Serra states the 
expectation of excellence is incredible.  Mr. Reynolds and Awdziewicz should come forward to see the 
excellence that they have internationally.  Thank you for educating our children.  Good job.  Mr. Reynolds 
thanks the council for the honor and to see the kids get honored for their work.  He asks the students to 
step forward and introduces them and their accomplishment at the State and International levels.    The 
heart of the program, President Haley McDonald, last year she was third place in the World and she got 
another medal this year in role play and she is hardworking and responsible. She is the heart of the 
program.  He thanks her for leading this team.  Mr. Awdziewicz states he is proud of the students in the 
program that has taken leaps and bounds.    Mr. Reynolds is doing a fantastic job and is proud of the 
students and next year will be my last year.  I commend all the students for a wonderful job and thanks 
the Council for their support of DECA over the years.  Councilwoman Kleckowski states as a member of 
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the advisory board and extends the well wishes from all the members of the advisory board and we have 
future leaders sitting behind us to see the hard work of the 11th and 12th graders.  The Mayor 
congratulates the students on their incredible work.  You have made the city recognized throughout the 
world. 
 
Resolution No.  73-10 
File Name  ccdeca2014 
Description  Congratulating Middletown High School DECA Students 
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, the Middletown High School DECA team had thirty-one students attending the 68

th
 annual DECA 

International Career Development Conference in Atlanta, Georgia with twenty four students recognized in the top 
20% in world honors;  nineteen students earned on the grand awards stage including eight gold medals; and   
 
WHEREAS, the International Conference has more than 17,000 students participating, the best in their respective 

State or Nation, competing in over 50 events related to Marking, Management, Finance, and Hospitality; they 
competed in written testing and performing case-study presentations; and 
 
WHEREAS,  DECA students  Haley McDonald and Lily Zhao earned gold medals, Lance Timmons and Daniel 

Gustafson earned top 20 in the world; Sunni Whitmore, Samantha Wilkins and Samantha Angle earned top 10 in the 
world; while Liza Marino placed third world-wide; and 
 
WHEREAS, the top 20% world honor awards were achieved by Ben Lanza and Devra Baxter in Business Law and 

Ethics; Shannon McCabe and Mikaela Coady in Entrepreneurship Business Plan; Katie Connelly and Alyssa LaRosa 
in Marketing Communications; Alex Kordonsky and Marissa Aldieri in Marketing Communications; Robert Baran and 
Giuliana David in Buying and Merchandising; Michal Ciebielski in Business Services; Mike Durso in Food Marketing; 
Anthony LeClaire in Business Finance; Ashley Muzik in Apparel and Accessories; Ben Schaff in Automotive Services; 
Cameron Steadman in Hospitality; Lily Zhao in Marketing; Kellie Gambell and Danielle Salazaar successfully 
completed a two-day Leadership Development Academy; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Deca students won 21 first places, and 44 place finishes overall in the State DECA competition; they 

outperformed the best students in over 40 schools with the typical event having 20 to 25 student competitors; twelve 
students finished in the top six and won medals; and 
 
WHEREAS, Robert Baran, Samantha Wilkins, Alex Korik, Kellie Gambell, Ben Lanza and Ben Schaff took part in the 

5k “DECA Dash” for the Muscular Dystrophy Association with Ben Schaff placing 8
th

; and 
 
WHEREAS, David Reynolds, DECA advisor,  and Mike Awdziewicz, founder of the DECA Program, work with each 

student to improve their ability to pass rigorous tests, speak clearly and powerfully, and solve problems in their areas 
of interest; the DECA students prepare for the competition after the normal school day; and 
 
WHEREAS, Middletown DECA was recognized at the conference awards banquet as one of the top chapters in the 

world for the third consecutive year. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:    That 

we congratulate the DECA Team for their outstanding work,  at the State and International Conferences;  we are 
proud of all the students in DECA for their efforts and accomplishments; they are true ambassadors for their City and 
School;  their successes will serve them well as they embark on their careers;  and we wish all the students success 
in  their future endeavors 

 
 
 
B. Congratulating Dawn M. Warner on her retirement. 

 
The Chair recognizes Councilman Daley and asks Dawn Warner to come forward.  Councilman Daley 
states he is pleased to read it in once sense and saddened in another.  He reads the resolution and 
moves it for approval.  He is pleased to present the resolution.  Councilman Serra seconds the motion.  
The Chair states without objection, the resolution is approved by acclamation. Councilman Serra states 
he was privileged to promote you when I was in the office and you did an outstanding job and for this year 
with the insurance lines, putting the right dollars in those lines.  You have done a great job.  Councilman 
Faulkner states he has had the pleasure of working with Dawn since he has been on the Council.  She is 
professional in her work; she cared about the city and the citizens and the folks who work here.  She is a 
great role model because she wore a lot of hats and she went out to attain those skills.  She was open to 
listen.  She was bringing back the tool and skills she learned and applied them.  I am going to miss you.  I 
appreciate your service.  Councilwoman Bartolotta states every encounter was professional and you were 
insightful and the experience you are taking away I will miss your knowledge.  Councilwoman Kasper 
states I want to wish you the best; since I have been elected to Council I have sat on Insurance and 
Claims and you have always looked for the least amount of dollars and you have always been 
conservative on the projections and you did very well with Risk Management in the areas of repeated 
claims.  You will do well in your next position and I wish you well.  Councilman Giuliano what Dawn had to 
deal with documents that make you go to sleep.  She made insurance understandable to us.  It is the 
most convoluted language you could come up with.  He doesn't know who will do that for the city.  The 
self-insured program was a leap of faith and I couldn't have done it if you were not  there.  You will leave 
big shoes to fill figuratively.  Thank you for your service.  Everyone here has  a great deal of respect for 
you.  The Chair states for the public, Dawn has been behind every major cost saving initiative in the City.  
One thing we talked about was the  fact we were helping the Board go self-insured which would save 
millions of dollars and figuring out how to do that was difficult and it was Dawn and a couple of people in 
Finance that made it happen.  She has saved millions of dollars for the tax payer and is an exemplary 
employee.  He thanks Dawn and wishes she and her family all the best.  Ms Warner has a few words and 
thanks her office.  She thanks the Mayor and Common Council and the city for the past 26 years.  Thanks 
past Mayors and Councils and former Mayor Sebastian Garafalo who hired her.  She was two years out 
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of high school and coming to Middletown answered that question.  She was fortunate to have seven 
years with the first Risk Manager, Bob Barron.  Her efforts paid off.  She has grown personally and 
professionally.  Everything she knows about insurance and risk management came from here.  She was a 
novice and leaves an expert.  Her greatest reward has been the people.    She has relationships and 
friendships that will last beyond retirement and that is what she will miss the most.  She is starting over 
and it is difficult.  She is excited about starting a new career and it is an opportunity to continue to grow.  
She thanks her office who have been great to work with and they have been a great team.  She has 
enjoyed working here and is sad because she won't be here to see the entire transition of the office.  She 
is retiring feeling good because the City will support the risk management function.  She thanks everyone. 
 
Resolution No.  74-14 
File Name  ccdwarnerretire2014 
Description  Congratulating Dawn M. Warner on her retirement. 
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, Dawn M. Warner is retiring from City Service on May 31, 2014 after twenty-sis years of service; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dawn began her City career in the Risk Manager’s Office providing administrative support and 
assistance; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1995, she was appointed as the Risk Manager for the City of Middletown, responsible for the 
administration and management of the City’s insurance programs including a self-funded workers’ compensation and 
managed care program, self-funded employee and retiree health benefits program, and a fully-insured property and 
liability insurance program; she has provided advice to employees, retirees, union officials, public officials, and City 
management regarding all insurance programs; she has worked diligently with consultants, agents, brokers, outside 
legal counsel, and third party claim administrators to manage these insurance programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, she attended Post University, studying Business Management; she became a Certified Playground 
Safety Inspector and completed the Insurance Institute of American’s Risk Management for Public Entities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dawn developed all requests for proposals for competitive insurance bidding and actively participated in 
the provider selection process;  she has administered the medical, dental, and prescription drug benefit plans for all 
City employees, both active and retired; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dawn conducted annual playground safety inspections; she coordinated all safety and health related 
training for City agencies and is the Chair of the Mayor’s  Safety Committee: and 
 
WHEREAS, she developed accident reporting procedures for the City and assisted in the investigation of workers’ 
compensation and liability claims;  she ensured the City’s  compliance with Conn-OSHA, the CT Worker’s 
Compensation Act, and all State and Federal mandates relative to healthcare, including the Affordable Care Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dawn is the Past President and Board Member, CT Chapter, Public Risk Insurance Management 
Association; she held membership  in the Middlesex Chamber Health Care Council, CIRMA Risk Control Advisory 
Committee,and Chairperson of the Supervisory Committee at Middconn Federal Credit Union; she was the 2008 
recipient of the CT PRIMA Chapter Service Award; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dawn’s responsibility was in  developing, administering, and monitoring the City’s insurance budget 
which is in excess of $30 million; she has maintained quality insurance at the best possible rates for the taxpayers of 
Middletown. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That we 
congratulate Dawn M. Warner on her retirement from City service.   She has been an asset in her management of the 
City’s insurance; her calm, thoughtful manner in her approach to consultants and vendors as well as City employees 
will be missed; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That on behalf of Middletown citizens, we thank Dawn for all of her efforts on 
Middletown’s behalf; we wish her well in all her future endeavors. 

 
 

C. In Memoriam for Kenneth Fountain. 
 

Councilman Bauer reads the resolution for Kenneth Fountain, In Memoriam.  Councilman Serra seconds 
the motion.  The  Chair states if no objection, the resolution is approved by acclamation.  Guy Russo, 
Director of Water and Sewer states Ken was one of a kind; he was first of a kind and part of that success 
goes to the Council.  Seven years ago you allowed a  change to requirements for succession and the 
ability to acquire certifications while on the job.  He went back to school to earn his certification.  He was 
passionate about learning.  He questioned every contractor that came in.  He took public health seriously.  
As a manager, Ken was a great employee; he was educated to learn, help his fellow employees.  He was 
always looking to go the extra mile to make their lives better.  What made him a great employee is that he 
came to us a great person.  Ken had a dry sense of humor.  Whenever he got off the phone, he would 
say thank you for choosing Middletown water.  The reason we started the ascendancy program is that 
water programs are known for stealing people away.  Someone tried to steal him away from us and he 
listened, but didn't go.  I want to thank Ken for choosing Middletown Water. Councilman Serra seconds 
the comments Guy made.  He went and toured the water plant and asked him to teach me what was 
happening and it was incredible how enthusiastic he was about the job. Renee  thanks everyone for even 
doing this. I am so proud of Ken as was his family.  He was a hard worker and took pride doing his job.  
He would always take every call and stayed late and he staid through Hurricane Sandy and two 
snowstorms.  He loved learning new skills and went above and beyond.  Ken rarely got upset and 
accepted people the way they were.  He loved to make people laugh and  quotes Guy you can't make up 
the sincerity Ken had.  He will be missed.  We are proud of his accomplishments and thank you for this.  
Councilman Giuliano states he hired Ken four months in office; he saw the name come across his desk 
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many times after that and that sort of promotion is rare.  He was happy to be doing what he was doing.  
You never thought it went to his head.  He was always looking for the next thing to learn.  It is a rare 
person and we were fortunate to have him in Middletown for the time we did. The Mayor states we are 
sorry for your loss; it was one of the worse days he has ever had.  He has such support from throughout 
the City because of the way he was.  When the public turns on the faucet, they get clean water.  There 
are people that still make it happen and he was the leader of that group and he was critical to that job.  
We will miss him sorely. 
 
Resolution No.  75-14 
File Name  wskfountainin memoriam 
Description  In Memoriam Kenneth Fountain 
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, Kenneth George Fountain, fiancé of Renee McDermott  and son to Wilfred and Lea (Noack) Fountain 

and brother of Joel Fountain and Christina Luponia passed unexpectedly on April 23 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ken attended H.C. Wilcox Tech in Meriden, CT, and graduated in 1990. Ken was experienced in 

electrical, plumbing, carpentry, masonry, blue print reading and welding. He also held a CDL Class B with HazMat 
and Tanker License. These skills served him and the City well while performing his duties for the residents of the City 
of Middletown; and 
   
WHEREAS, upon his death Ken was working at the Higby Reservoir Treatment Facility, 

as the Chief Plant Operator for the Water and Sewer Department. Ken began his career with the City on February 27, 
2006 as a Utility Worker. He was promoted to the position of Water Filtration Operator on October 29, 2007. He was 
appointed to the position of Water Plant Operator I on April 8, 2008 and he was promoted to the position of Water 
Treatment Plant Operator II on April 26, 2010. Ken received his distribution System Class III Operator’s License from 
the Department of Health on September 6, 2010 and his Water Treatment Plant Class IV Operator’s License on the 
same day; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ken remains one of the unsung heroes in the City workforce, who diligently and professionally perform 

their jobs daily. Ken took extraordinary pride in his work, to assure each resident received the highest quality 
domestic water possible. In his years with the City, Ken attended Gateway Community College and received his 
degree in Water Management.  Ken became the consummate water professional, and in this work he found his life’s 
vocation; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ken was passionate about traveling the world with his fiancé Renee, who was the love of his life for 11 

years.  He was an avid outdoorsman who loved to mountain bike and spend many lunch hours walking the Higby 
Reservoir; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ken was a train enthusiast and belonged to several train clubs, the Central CT (G) Gaugers, the CT (G) 

Scalers and P&W Rail Fan Club and Museum, Inc. He spent many years meticulously integrating trains and train 
tracks throughout his home and gardens.  He shared this hobby with his extended family and children; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ken will be missed often by his colleagues but will never be forgotten. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That on 

behalf of the citizens of Middletown, we offer our condolences to Ken Fountain’s family and Ken’s fiancé, Renee 
McDermott and the Common Council therefore resolve that the water testing laboratory at the Charles B. Bacon 
Water Treatment Plant be dedicated and named the “Kenneth Fountain Water Testing Laboratory”  
 

 
Director Guy Russo asks for a point of personal privilege and he will be retiring and he did want to go 
without  offering his congratulations on the two candidates before you and I think you have a pair that no 
full house will ever beat. Congratulations. 

 
 
4. Mayor requests motion to approve minutes of: 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval the minutes of the regular meeting of May 5, 
2014 at 7 p.m., special Meetings of May 5, 2014 at 6 p.m., May 12, 2014 at 7 p.m., May 12, 2014 at 6:30 
p.m., and May 12, 2014 at 6:45 p.m. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for 
the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, 
Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 
and one abstention by Councilman Santangelo. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative 
votes and one abstention. 

   
5. Public Hearing Opens on Neighborhood Assistance Act Submissions  Asks if anyone would like 

to be heard on this opens 754 
 

No one comes forward to address this agenda item. 
 
6. Public Hearing Closes on Neighborhood Assistance Act Submissions 
 
7. Public Hearing on Agenda Items Opens 
 

The chair opens the public hearing on agenda items and asks all those wishing to speak to come forward 
and state their name and address for the record and limit remarks to five minutes. Chief of Police 
McKenna comes forward to address the appointments of Chief and Deputy Chief of Fire.  He asks that 
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the Council confirm the appointment of Robert Kronenberger as Fire Chief.  He has worked with acting 
Chief Kronenberger for ten years due to major critical incident.  He handled them with professionalism 
and has what it takes to lead the Middletown Fire Department.  He has become familiar and satisfied with 
his expertise in handling multidistrict incidents.  He looks forward to the continued relationship.  He has 
proven his ability in Emergency Operations Center and can effectively run a fire department.  He has 
earned the position.  He also urges the confirmation and appointment of Steven LaRosa as Deputy Fire 
Chief.  He hasn't worked with him administratively, but has seen his leadership ability at incidents and is 
amazed at this ability.  This appointment will solidify the administration of the department.  This Chief and 
Deputy Chief duo is a win for Middletown and their skills will complement each other and lead the 
department into the future.  He congratulates them both and wishes them well. 

 
Alyssa Ladd, President of Middletown Little League. thanks the Council for the opportunity to speak and 
addresses the allocation of $2,000 from the sports grant to Little League and asks the Council for their 
support of this.  They service over 500 children.  They have 35 teams.  They offer school scholarships 
and this money goes to that and other operating expenses like Umpire fees, safety equipment, fees for 
using schools on weekends.  She hopes they will support it. 

 
Ken McClellan addresses item 12 and asks the Council's support.  The concession stand helps pay for 
the program and urges the Council to support the resolution.  He speaks to the agenda; the agenda that 
was posted is far different from the one being followed here tonight and the backup information that goes 
along with the agenda, the items on the Neighborhood Assistance Act.  It is difficult to get the list during 
working hours.  If it were available, it would be better for the public. 

 
Linda Bettencourt comes forward to address the appointments of the Chief and Fire Chief.  I know you 
have their resumes before you; I wish the public could see them.  They are detailed proof of an incredible 
commitment.  That is part of the story and only talks about their professional development.   It doesn't talk 
about what they do every day.  You have two of the finest firefighters.  She is the daughter of a career 
firefighter.  He would be incredibly proud of Steven.  She knows what it does first hand to the firefighter 
and their family.  What they do is very hard.  This duo has very different personalities and management 
styles but they are professional.  They could be an incredible duo.  She urges the Council's support. 

 
Former Fire Chief George Dunn address the appointments that are put forward tonight.  It is an extremely 
important team being put together.  I hired him 20 years ago.  Having interviewed him at that time, he had 
aspirations to move forward in the department.  Battalion Chief LaRosa, I have known since he was 4 or 5 
years old.  I was proud to have the opportunity to have him work for me.  The fire service today is 
changing drastically and it is leadership into the future and will have to be on top of what goes on.  Both 
have the capability to do that.  They are doing it currently.  They have to be and will be accountable to 
one another, their battalion chiefs and the men and women in the department and you.  Chief McKenna 
mentioned one of the best and he thinks it is the best in Connecticut and tops nationally.  That 
progressive movement has to be maintained and Chief Kronenberger and Deputy LaRosa is the route to 
go because they have the capability to do that.  The can move the department forward.  They will need 
your support. 

 
8. Public Hearing on Agenda Items Closes 
 
9. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of 

Finance. 
 

The Clerk reads the appropriation requests and the Certificate of the Director of Finance. 
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A. Planning, Conservation  And Development $15,000, Account No. 1000-27000-55406, 

Economic Development Fund:  Riverfront, General Fund. 
   (Approved) 

 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley reads and moves for approval Planning, Conservation  And 
Development $15,000, Account No. 1000-27000-55406, Economic Development Fund:  
Riverfront, General Fund. Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano seconds the motion.  There is 
no discussion.    The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. 
The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   

 
 

B. Town Clerk's Office $50,000, Account No. 1000-27000-55513, Vault Reconstruction, 
General Fund. 

   (Approved)  
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval Town Clerk's Office $50,000, 
Account No. 1000-27000-55513, Vault Reconstruction, General Fund. Councilman Grady L. 
Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 
12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
 
 

C.  Common Council $20,000, Account no. 1000-12000-55185, Pension Fund Review, 
General Fund. 

  (Approved) 
 
Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper reads and moves for approval Common Council $20,000, 
Account No. 1000-12000-55185, Pension Fund Review, General Fund. Councilman Thomas 
J. Serra seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 
aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   

 
D. Fire Department $77,465, Account No. 2010-50000-xxxxx-0500, Various Budget items, 

Fire Fund Balance, 
  (Approved) 

 
Councilman Robert P. Santangelo reads and moves for approval Fire Department $77,465, 
Account No. 2010-500000-xxxxx-0500, Various Budget items, Fire Fund Balance. 
Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous 
to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 
affirmative votes.   

 
 
10. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approvals: 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval Department, Committee, Commission 
Reports and Grant Confirmation and Approvals, 10A, 10B, 10C, 10D, 10E, 10F, 10G, 10H, 10I, 10J, 10K, 
10L, and 10 M.  Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. 
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Councilman Bauer states he will vote no; he did raise some questions and it is a little symbolic and 
esoteric.   The chair, seeing no further discussion, calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman 
Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert 
P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. 
Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. 
Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska; 1 nay votes by Councilman David Bauer and 0 absent. 
The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 1 in opposition and 0  absent.  
   
A. City Clerk's Certificate 
 

 

 
 
 
 

B. Monthly Reports:  
  Finance Department - Transfer Report to May 21, 2014 
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C. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Board of Education, Various Grants 
 
 

 
D. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Recreation and Community Services Elderly and 

Disabled Demand Responsive Transportation Grant 
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E. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Recreation and Community Services Activity 

 Fund 
 

  
 
F. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Health Department, Kids Expo 

 

http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_7de3b2b9e1b2327d8b318483dc94a850.pdf
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G. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Police Department, Click-it-or-ticket 
 

 
 

H. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Public Works, CL&P Reimbursement for Harbor 
Park 
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I. Emergency Purchase - Public Works, temporary fencing 14 Laurel Street 

 
 

J. Emergency Purchase - Information Technology, wiring Senior Center 
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K. Emergency Purchase - Public Works, pipe cleaning Lorelei Circle 

 
 

 
L. Human Relations - Third Quarter Hiring Report 
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M. Tax Assessor - Tax Appeals  
 

 
 
 



June 2, 2014 COMMON COUNCIL Page 15      

 

 
 

 

 
 
Meeting went into Recess 
The Chair states the cameramen have requested time to change the tape; the Chair will entertain a motion to 
recess at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta moves for approval a motion to recess for five minutes. Councilman James 
Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair 
states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
Meeting Reconvened 
 
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 8:23 p.m. and recognizes Councilman Serra for agenda item 11. 
 
11. Payment of all City bills when properly approved. 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval Payment of all City bills when properly 
approved. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes 
by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, 
Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska; 1 nay votes by Councilman 
David Bauer. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 1 in opposition and 0  absent.  

   
12. Resolutions, Ordinances, etc.: 
 

A. Approving the submission list to the Commissioner of the State of Connecticut 
Department of Revenue Services pursuant to General Statutes 12-228A, Neighborhood 
Assistance Act. 

 
Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. reads and moves for approval  the submission list to the 
Commissioner of the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue Services pursuant to General Statutes 
12-228A, Neighborhood Assistance Act. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls 
for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes 
unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   

 
 
 Resolution No.  76-14 
 File Name  PCD_2014_NAA_resolution 
 Description Neighborhoiod Assistance Act Submission List 
 (Approved) 

 Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Middletown:  That the following programs are hereby 
approved for submission to the Commissioner of the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue Services, on or 
before July 1, 2014 pursuant to General Statutes 12-228A, “Neighborhood Assistance Act: 
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Organization     Program Title    Funding Request  
Russell Library Company  Increasing Energy Efficiency in a Public Library  $10,600 
Godfrey Library   Window replacement for Energy Efficiency   $12,000 
Northern Middlesex YMCA, Inc. Improving Energy Efficiency at the YMCA   $150,000 
Kuhn Employment Opportunities Middletown Mobile Parks and Recreation Crew  $6,300 
North End Action Team  Neighborhood Revitalization and Leadership Development $150,000 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT – The City acts as the middleman for this State Department of Revenue Services program. The 

City collects applications, conducts a public hearing and submits the request to the Department of Revenue Services. 
The cost to the City is approximately 2 to 4 hours of staff time and a public notice in the newspaper. Total cost to the 
City is approximately $300. 

 
 

 
B. Approving various transfers in the Economic Development Fund  totaling $16,000 into 

a new line item 4330-14000-99200-0000-xxxxx Canoe Club Air Conditioning and 
Approving $9,000 in rent credits to pay for the installation of a $25,000 air conditioning 
system for the second and third floors of the Canoe Club. 

 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley reads and moves for approval various transfers in the Economic 
Development Fund  totaling $16,000 into a new line item 4330-14000-99200-0000-xxxxx Canoe Club Air 
Conditioning and Approving $9,000 in rent credits to pay for the installation of a $25,000 air conditioning 
system for the second and third floors of the Canoe Club. Your honor the resolution in the packet needs 
another paragraph added at the suggestion of the purchasing department.  Be it further resolved:  That 
the Common Council waives the  bidding portion of the Middletown Code of Ordinances with regard to the 
purchase of ductless air  conditioning units for the Mattabassett Canoe Club Restaurant.  With that 
modification I move it for approval.  The  purpose is to allow the air conditioning units at the City owned 
Mattabassett Canoe Club building don't work and it is detrimental impact during the summer months and 
in particular for banquet and other events on the upper floors.  We are trying to give a boost to the  
riverfront  redevelopment and EDC recommended adoption of this measure to make the facility more 
attractive.  He moves it for approval.   Councilman  Streeto states perhaps EDC should consider other 
buildings where the air conditioning doesn't work and do something about those as well.  Councilman 
Daley states they already invested in air conditioning here and I don't know why it doesn't work.  The 
Chair states the repair people will be here tomorrow and should they not, he will ask Councilman Daley to 
put it on the EDC agenda. Councilman Carl R. Chisem seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It 
is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 
affirmative votes.   
 
Resolution No. 77-14 
File Name PCD_CanoeClub_AC 
Descriptioin Approving various transfers in the Economic Development Fund Totalling $16,000 
for air conditioning at the Canoe Club and approving $9,000 in rent credits to pay for the 
installation of a $25,000 system. 
(Approved) 
Whereas, Matabasset Canoe Club, LLC (MCCLLC) rents a City building with an air conditioning system that no 
longer adequately provides for the comfort of their patrons, and 
 
Whereas, at the May 7, 2014 meeting of the Economic Development Committee, the Economic Development 
Committee agreed to recommend to the Common Council that $16,000 from the Economic Development Fund and 
$9,000 in rental credits be authorized to install and air conditioning system on the second and third floors of the 
Matabasset Canoe Club, and 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: Approves 

the following transfers: 
 
Decrease: 
4330-14000-48180-0000-00000-0000-902 Economic Development: Reinvest   $9,336.72 
4330-14000-48186-0000-00000-0000-901 Economic Development: Harbor Restaurant  $6,514.96 
4330-14000-55156-0000-00000-0000-000 Economic Development Attorney   $68.58 
4330-14000-55160-0000-00000-0000-000 Legal Services- PEP & Hazard   $62.56 
4330-14000-99200-0000-35140-0000-000 Chamber Workforce TR: Economic Dev  $0.20 
4330-14000-99200-0000-35160-0000-000 Develop/Realtors BRI: Economic Dev  $0.84 
4330-14000-99200-0000-35162-0000-000 Arrigoni Lighting: Economic Dev   $0.92 
4330-14000-99200-0000-35170-0000-000 Main St. Façade: Economic Dev   $0.79 
4330-14000-99200-0000-35179-0000-000 Emergency Business Program   $0.43 
4330-14000-99200-0000-35182-0000-000 The Bass Federation Champion   $14.00 
 
Increase: 
4330-14000-99200-0000-XXXXX-0000-000 Canoe Club Air Conditioning    $16,000 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: The Matabasset Canoe 

Club shall receive up to $9,000 in rent credits after the installation of $25,000 air conditioning system for the second 
and third floors of the Canoe Club. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That the Common 
Council waives the  bidding portion of the Middletown Code of Ordinances with regard to the purchase of 
ductless air  conditioning units for the Mattabassett Canoe Club Restaurant.   
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FNANCIAL IMPACT – This has no impact on the budget, but it repurpose balances from other line-items for projects 

that have been completed. This also reduces the expected revenue into the Economic Development fund by $9,000 
by giving the Canoe Club rental credits provided they install an AC system that is costs at least $25,000. 
 

 
C. Approving authorizing the Mayor to execute and deliver up to two power purchase 

agreements in the form presented at the meeting with such changes as negotiated and 
determined by the Mayor after consultation with legal counsel specializing in energy 
matters with Greenskies, Inc.; approving waiving Sections 232-4 through 232-14, the 
sale of public property to authorize the Mayor to enter into long term access 
agreements with Greenskies, Inc. or its subsidiaries for installing and maintaining 
solar systems on city property; approving waiving the Competitive bidding 
requirement in accordance with Section 78-8 of the City Ordinances to purchase 
electricity produced by the solar panels on city property; and the Common Council will 
approve future solar array sites before the permitting process through the City. 

  (Referred to Economic Development Commission at the beginning of the meeting) 
 
The Chair states agenda item 12C has been referred back to the Economic Development Commission 

 
 

D. Authorizing the Mayor to sign and submit an application to the State of Connecticut for 
a grant in the amount of $12,000 from the LoCIP (Local Capital Improvement Program) 
to install LED lighting along the boardwalk at Harbor Park and approving creating a 
new Capital improvement line item entitled Harbor Park LED in the amount of $12,000. 

 
Councilman James Streeto reads and moves for approval authorizing the Mayor to sign and submit an 
application to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $12,000 from the LoCIP (Local Capital 
Improvement Program) to install LED lighting along the boardwalk at Harbor Park and approving creating 
a new Capital improvement line item entitled Harbor Park LED in the amount of $12,000. Councilman 
Robert P. Santangelo seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 
aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   

 
Resolution No. 78-14 
File Name pwharborparklightinglocipapp 
Description Authorizing the Mayor to sign and submit an application to the State of 
Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $12,000 from the LoCIP (Local Capital Improvement 
Program) to install LED lighting along the boardwalk at Harbor Park and approving creating a new 
Capital improvement line item entitled Harbor Park LED in the amount of $12,000 
(Approved). 
 
WHEREAS, the lights on the boardwalk at Harbor Park are in need of replacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of LED lights has been estimated to be $19,360; and 

 
WHEREAS, the lighting upgrade will provide a return on investment of approximately $3,500 per year due to more 

efficient lighting and timing management; and 
 
WHEREAS, CL&P will reimburse the City approximately 40 percent of the cost of the project estimated to be $7,744; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, since the City will be reimbursed $7,744, the remaining balance is eligible for LOCIP reimbursement; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, a grant confirmation request in the amount of $7,744 will be submitted, since the City must pay the 

vendor prior to reimbursement from CL&P. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:    That 

Mayor Daniel T. Drew be authorized to sign and submit an application to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the 
amount of $12,000 from the Local Capital Improvement Program (LoCIP) to install LED lighting along the boardwalk 
at Harbor Park; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:   That a new Capital Improvement line item Harbor Park LED Lighting Upgrade in 

the amount of $12,000 be established. 
 

 
 
 
 
E. Approving amending the job description for the Civilian Dispatcher Trainer in the 

Central Communications Department, Salary Grade 9 ($20.23 - $29.94), Local #466. 
 

Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. reads and moves for approval  amending the job description for the 
Civilian Dispatcher Trainer in the Central Communications Department, Salary Grade 9 ($20.23 - $29.94), 
Local #466. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. 
 
Councilman Bauer states he will not support this for two reasons.  The explanation that the Chief 
Communications Director provided did not match the Training and experience that is in the job description 
and I want to be on record about increasing job upgrades as we approach having a comprehensive 
review. 
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Councilman Serra states he had concerns about this; we had 21 and one would become a trainer and his 
concern was taking time from dispatching and he was assured that it would not be done during dispatch 
because this is a trainer within the ranks of 21 dispatchers.  It was a concern they raised with the director.  
If this does not take away from dispatching, he will support it.  He does have reservations. 
 
Councilman Giuliano has reservations about this and he will give the director the benefit of the doubt and 
will vote for it.  He feels like Councilman Bauer that once the comprehensive study is done, you may see 
a red circle around something like this. 
 
The chair calls for the vote. It is 9 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. 
Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Carl R. 
Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska; 2 nay votes by Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilman 
David Bauer; and one abstention by Councilman Faulkner. The Chair states the matter carried with 9 
affirmative votes, 2 in opposition and one abstention.  
 
 
Resolution No. 79-14 
File Name Gccciviliandispatchtrainer 
Description Amending the job description for the Civilian Dispatcher Trainer in the Central 
Communications Department, Salary Grade 9 ($20.23 - $29.94), Local #466. 
(Approved) 
 
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Middletown: that the revised job description for the Civilian 
Dispatcher Trainer position, Salary grade 9 ($20.23 - $29.94) Local #466, is hereby approved. 
 
Title:   Civilian Dispatcher Trainer  Job Code: 18705 

 
Department:  Central Communications  Salary Grade: 9 

 
Date:   January, 2004 
   Revised: April 2014 
 

 
Purpose of Position 
 

The purpose of this position is to train employees to fulfill the duties of Civilian Dispatcher.  Position is primarily 
responsible for basic dispatching duties requiring receipt of routine and emergency calls, assessing resources 
needed to mediate emergencies and dispatch proper response.  In addition, an employee in this classification assists 
and performs training and quality assurance as needed.  The work is performed under the direction of the Chief 
Communications Officer Director of Central Communications. 
 
Essential Duties and Responsibilities 
 
The following duties are normal for this position.  These are not to be construed as exclusive or all-inclusive.  
Other duties may be required and assigned. 
 

 Trains employees.  Presents formalized classes and on the job training in call-taking, C.A.D., N.C.I.C/C.O.L.L.E.C.T, 
SNET, Palladium 911, Cross Search, Signal Communications Receiving Consoles, Digitized Consoles, Racal Ranger 
Deskset and other related computer programs. 

 Assesses Dispatchers job related knowledge and makes recommendations for assignment upon completion of 
training period. 

 Researches, reviews and selects training material. 

 Researches protocols & procedures; writes protocols and procedures. 

 Oversees Dispatcher certifications; oversees mandated dispatcher certifications for NCIC, CPR, Sexual 
Harassment, Gun files etc,. 

 Receives routine and emergency calls.  Dispatches police and fire personnel to respond to emergency situations 
using proper protocols.  Tracks and coordinates activities of police officers and their back-up units.  Maintains logs on 
in-service and out-of-service vehicles. 

 Provides information and assistance to emergency response personnel.  Receives and transmits radio messages.  
Relays information and orders of commanding officer to units in the field. 

 Checks NCIC files as requested.  Confirms warrants, stolen cars, license plates and other property.  Provides street 
direction as needed.   

 Contacts local, state and federal agencies at the request of police and fire.  Transfers medical calls to appropriate 
agency.  Operates TDD System. 

 Monitors alarm system and cameras to ensure safety.  Monitors all radio transmissions.  Monitors and relays all 
information relayed by national Weather service.   

 Establishes case numbers and records the chronology of all police and fire calls.  Enters data into the computer 
system. 

 Dispatches mutual aid.  Transfers non-emergency calls to proper agencies.  Contacts City Departments for after-
hours service.  Dispatches animal control officers. 

 Coordinates multiple agency response to large-scale emergencies. 

 Calls in employees to fill vacant stations and positions. 

 Acts as Lead Dispatcher in the absence of shift supervisor. 

 Responsible for department’s computer programming and computer maintenance. 

 Trains or assists in training of new employees in all aspects of dispatching duties.  Reports employee 
training progress as directed. 

 Performs or assists in training of current employees to meet minimum standards of a Dispatcher, as 
directed. 
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 Performs quality assurance tasks as assigned and reports finding for further review and action as directed. 
 
Minimum Training and Experience 
 

High school diploma or equivalent with vocational/technical training in emergency telecommunications or a related 
field supplemented by one year three years of emergency dispatch experience; or an equivalent combination of 
education, training and experience.  Valid Connecticut Driver’s License required.  Valid Emergency 
Telecommunication, NCIC/Collect and 911 certifications required.  Ability to obtain within six (6) months from 
date of hire all necessary dispatch quality control certifications. 
 
Physical and Mental Abilities Required to Perform Essential Job Functions 
 
Language Ability and Interpersonal Communications 
 

 Requires the ability to analyze classify data and information, including the ability to review, categorizes, prioritize 
and/or reference data, people or things, and to group, rank or investigate.  Requires discretion in referencing data 
analysis to the criteria, standards or requirements of a discipline or technique to determine interactive effects and 
relationships. 
 

 Requires the ability to provide formal training to others in specific fields typically involving preparing and/or modifying 
teaching materials and methods.  Requires the ability to provide guidance, assistance and/or interpretation to others. 
 

 Requires the ability to utilize a wide variety of reference and descriptive data and information. 
 

 Requires the ability to understand, interpret and apply instructions furnished in written, oral, diagram or schedule 
form.  Involves diversified work requiring independent judgment to adapt or modify methods and standards to meet 
variations in assigned objectives. 
 

 Requires the ability to communicate orally and in writing with the Chief Communications Officer; public safety 
individuals, other City Departments, state and federal agencies, the public and other employees. 
 
Mathematical Ability 
 

 Requires the ability to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and to calculate percentages and 
decimals. 
 
Physical Requirements 
 

 Requires the ability to operate, calibrate, tune and synchronize, and perform complex rapid adjustment on equipment, 
machinery and tools such as computers and or related materials used in performing essential functions. 

 Ability to coordinate eyes, hands, feet and limbs in performing skilled movements. 

 Tasks requires light physical effort in sedentary to light work, involving some lifting, carrying, pushing or pulling of light 
objects and materials. 
 
Environmental Adaptability 
 

 Ability to work under conditions where exposure to environmental factors poses a limited risk of minor injury or illness. 
 
The City of Middletown is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
City will provide reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities and encourages both 
prospective and current employees to discuss potential accommodations with the employer. 

 
   

 
F. Approving the allocation of the final $2,000 in the Recreation and Community Services 

Department Sports Grants to Middletown Little League. 
 

Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta reads and moves for approval the allocation of the final $2,000 in the 
Recreation and Community Services Department Sports Grants to Middletown Little League. 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to 
approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
Resolution No. 80-14 
File Name recsportsgrantfinalallocation 
Description Approving the allocation of the final $2,000 in the Recreation and Community 
Services Department Sports Grants to Middletown Little League. 
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, the Sports/Recreational Grants budgeted for fiscal year 2013/14 has a balance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That on 

the verbal request of the  Recreation and Community Services Committee that an additional $2,000 of the $40,000 
Youth Grant (FY 13/14) be allocated as follows.   
 
Agencies      Amount 
Middletown Little League     $2,000 

    

 
G. Approving replacing Section 262-19 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances regarding 

Removal of Snow on Sidewalks and Fine. 
 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=355beb50-ff26-4be2-bf60-b9af1ab54153&time=4511
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=355beb50-ff26-4be2-bf60-b9af1ab54153&time=4511
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=1b9c93d2-d052-4b05-93f5-7b09faf660f4&time=4530
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=1b9c93d2-d052-4b05-93f5-7b09faf660f4&time=4530


June 2, 2014 COMMON COUNCIL Page 20      

 

 
 

 

Councilman Carl R. Chisem reads and moves for approval replacing Section 262-19 of the Middletown 
Code of Ordinances regarding Removal of Snow on Sidewalks and Fine. Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, 
Jr. seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The 
chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
Ordinance No. 9-14 
File Name  
Description Replacing Section 262-19 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances regarding 
removal of snow on sidewalks and fine. 
(Approved) 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Section 262-19 of the 

Middletown Code of Ordinances, including its title, be replaced in its entirety with the below language: 
§ 262-19. Removal of Snow on Sidewalks and Fine.  
 
(A) The owner, agent of the owner, or occupant of premises bordering on any street or public place within the 
town where there is an established sidewalk shall cause to be removed therefrom any and all snow, ice, sleet, debris 
or any other obstruction within 24 hours after the weather-related event has ended.  Any formation of ice upon a 
sidewalk shall be removed immediately, except that, when weather conditions are such as to make the removal of ice 
from a sidewalk impracticable, the sidewalk shall be made safe and convenient for travel by covering the ice with 
sand, salt, or other suitable substance that will provide adequate traction. 
 
(B) Whenever any owner, agent of the owner, or occupant of premises, as herein defined, whose duty it is to 
remove snow and ice or to otherwise make sidewalks safe for public travel, shall fail, refuse, or neglect to comply with 
the same or shall otherwise fail to comply with the requirements of subsection (A), said person or entity shall first be 
issued a written warning.  Said person or entity shall have 24 hours to cure the violation.  If said violation is not cured 
within 24 hours, then said person or entity shall be issued a citation and fined $75 for the first violation.  The City shall 
not be required to provide more than one written warning to a person or entity per fiscal year.   
 
(C) The fine will increase by $25 for each storm thereafter during the same fiscal year if sidewalks are not 
properly treated as described above.  Said fine shall never exceed $250.   
 
(D) Any fines not promptly paid will be referred to the City’s Collection firm.   
 

 
 
H. Approving the Fire District three-year CNR plan for $387,000, with the first year 

contribution of $76,000, year two contribution of $162,500, and year three contribution 
of $148,500. 

 
Councilman Robert P. Santangelo reads and moves for approval the Fire District three-year CNR plan for 
$387,000, with the first year contribution of $76,000, year two contribution of $162,500, and year three 
contribution of $148,500. Councilman Carl R. Chisem seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It 
is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 
affirmative votes.   
 
Resoltuion No. 81-14 
File Name Fire2014-17CNRResoltuion 
  Fire3yrCopyof14-17CNR 
Description Approving the Fire District three-year CNR plan for $387,000, with the first year 
contribution of $76,000, year two contribution of $162,500, and year three contribution of $148,500. 
(Approved) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That a 3-year CNR plan for 

2014-2017 for $387,000.000.  The year one contribution shall be $76,000.00 which was adopted in this year’s 
budget.  The year two contribution shall be $162,500.00 and the year three contribution shall be $148,500.00. (see 
attached) 

2014-2015   

Radio Equipment  $                
2,000.00  

 

Major Appliances  $                
4,000.00  

 

Major Facility 
Repairs 

 $             
20,000.00  

Replacement of Cross Street Bathrooms and Main Street 
Carpet 

Fire Hose and 
Equipment 

 $                
5,000.00  

 

SCBA Equipment  $                
5,000.00  

Start of replacement for SCBA Standard Change 

SCBA Cylinders  $                
5,000.00  

Shelf Stock for expired cylinders. 

Hurst Rescue 
Equipment 

 $                
1,000.00  

 

Station Furniture  $                
6,000.00  

1st phase of chair replacement 

Computer and 
Technology 
Upgrades 

 $                
3,000.00  

 

Outdoor Power 
Equipment 

 $                
1,000.00  

 

Specialized Rescue  $             Equipment upgrades for TRT, Dive, and Marine. Includes 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=709c6339-bfda-4b24-97b2-c115dd734ab2&time=4560
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=709c6339-bfda-4b24-97b2-c115dd734ab2&time=4560
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=709c6339-bfda-4b24-97b2-c115dd734ab2&time=4560
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=709c6339-bfda-4b24-97b2-c115dd734ab2&time=4560
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Equipment 20,000.00  Replacement of expiring air bags 

Training Equipment  $                
2,000.00  

 

Defibrillator 
Replacement (4) 

 $                
2,000.00  

Replacement of monophasic Defibs 

Total for 2014-2015   $             
76,000.00  

 

   
2015-2016   

Radio Equipment  $                
3,000.00  

 

Major Appliances  $                
2,000.00  

 

Major Facility 
Repairs 

 $             
12,000.00  

 

Fire Hose and 
Equipment 

 $             
10,000.00  

 

SCBA Equipment  $             
15,000.00  

Replacement of SCBA Standard Change 

SCBA Cylinders  $                
5,000.00  

Shelf Stock for expired cylinders. 

Hurst Rescue 
Equipment 

 $                
5,000.00  

 

Station Furniture  $                
8,000.00  

2nd phase of chair replacement 

Computer and 
Technology 
Upgrades 

 $                
3,000.00  

 

Outdoor Power 
Equipment 

 $                
2,500.00  

 

Specialized Rescue 
Equipment 

 $             
25,000.00  

Equipment upgrades for TRT, Dive, and Marine. Includes 
auto cribs for each engine 

Staff Vehicle 
Replacement 

 $             
70,000.00  

Replacement of (2) 2002 Ford Explorers 

Training Equipment  $                
2,000.00  

 

Total for 2015-2016  $           
162,500.0

0  

 

   
2016-2017   

Radio Equipment  $                
2,000.00  

 

Major Appliances  $                
2,000.00  

 

Major Facility 
Repairs 

 $             
12,000.00  

 

Fire Hose and 
Equipment 

 $             
15,000.00  

 

SCBA Equipment  $             
15,000.00  

Replacement of SCBA Standard Change 

SCBA Cylinders  $                
5,000.00  

Shelf Stock for expired cylinders. 

Hurst Rescue 
Equipment 

 $                
2,000.00  

 

Station Furniture  $                
3,000.00  

 

Computer and 
Technology 
Upgrades 

 $                
3,000.00  

 

Outdoor Power 
Equipment 

 $                
2,500.00  

 

Specialized Rescue 
Equipment 

 $             
25,000.00  

Equipment upgrades for TRT, Dive, and Marine. Includes 
Paratech interstate kit 

Parking lot repairs  $             
60,000.00  

Repair of the Cross Street Parking lot and Main Street 
concrete pads 

Training Equipment  $                
2,000.00  

 

Total for 2016-2017   $           
148,500.0

0  

 

   
   

Total 3  year CNR  $           
387,000.0

0  

 

Annual 
Contribution 

 $           
129,000.0

0  
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I. Approving authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement between the State of 
Connecticut and the City of Middletown for a "Master Municipal Agreement for 
Construction Projects." 

 
Councilman Carl R. Chisem reads and moves for approval authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement 
between the State of Connecticut and the City of Middletown for a "Master Municipal Agreement for 
Construction Projects." Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion. The chair calls for the 
vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 
12 affirmative votes.   
 
Resolution No. 82-14 
File Name pwDOTmasteragreement 
Description Authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement between the State of Connecticut and 
the City of Middletown for a "Master Municipal Agreement for Construction Projects." 
(Approved) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: 
 

That Mayor Daniel T. Drew, City of Middletown, 245 deKoven Drive, Middletown, CT 06457 be authorized to sign an 
agreement between The State of Connecticut And The City Of Middletown For A “Master Municipal Agreement For 
Construction Projects.” 
 
 

J. Approving creating a new line item entitled Snowblower in the 2013-2014 CNR and 
approving a transfer of $800 from line item 2070-25500-79641 into the new line item for 
Emergency Management. 

 
Councilman Robert P. Santangelo reads and moves for approval creating a new line item entitled 
Snowblower in the 2013-2014 CNR and approving a transfer of $800 from line item 2070-25500-79641 
into the new line item for Emergency Management. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The 
chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes 
unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
Resolution No. 83-14 
File Name emCNRAmendmentforsnowblower 
Description Approving creating a new line item entitled Snowblower in the 2013-2014 CNR and 
approving a transfer of $800 from line item 2070-25500-79641 into the new line item for Emergency 
Management. 

 
(Approved) 
Be it Resolved by the Common Council of the City of Middletown: 
 

That the 2013-14 CNR Plan for Emergency Management be amended as follows: 
 
Create a new line item entitled, Snowblower, and transfer $800 from line item #2070-25500-79641-0000-00000-2014-
000 into the newly created line. 
 
 

K. Approving closing various funds and transferring the remaining balances into Debt 
Service. 

 
Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper reads and moves for approval closing various funds and transferring the 
remaining balances into Debt Service. Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion. The chair 
calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes 
unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
Resolution No. 84-14 
File Name finCLOLSED2013ACC 
Description Approving closing various funds and transferring the remaining balances into Debt 
Service. 
(Approved) 
 
Whereas, The City of Middletown has met all obligations concerning the following funds. 
 
Therefore, Be It Resolved By the Common Council of The City of Middletown that: The following funds be closed and 
any monies remaining be transferred to Debt Service. 
 

                       
4048 Tower Firefighting Apparatus                    .    -0- 
4100     Water Booster Pump Station                         -0- 
4110 Water Improv/Long Hill/Cimarron  -0- 
4461    City Hall Energy Conservation Imp.               -0- 
4610    Sewer Ext Consolidation Plan                        -0- 
4653 Water Pollution Control Treatment Energy     -0- 
4745 MDTWN High School Locker Room               -0- 
4780 Police Dept/Mobile Data System  -0- 
 

Financial Impact:  No financial impact. 
 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=720049c1-ad6b-4fed-9dfe-35bbc6e13efb&time=4595
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=720049c1-ad6b-4fed-9dfe-35bbc6e13efb&time=4595
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=720049c1-ad6b-4fed-9dfe-35bbc6e13efb&time=4595
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=720049c1-ad6b-4fed-9dfe-35bbc6e13efb&time=4595
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=f16b0a8d-de9a-47cd-a92a-dd001bb6b790&time=4624
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=f16b0a8d-de9a-47cd-a92a-dd001bb6b790&time=4624
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=f16b0a8d-de9a-47cd-a92a-dd001bb6b790&time=4624
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=f16b0a8d-de9a-47cd-a92a-dd001bb6b790&time=4624
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=802d6b2d-c214-4ceb-ac83-f7044d053303&time=4665
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=802d6b2d-c214-4ceb-ac83-f7044d053303&time=4665
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L. Authorizing the Mayor to sign a three-year lease with the American Legion Post 75 for 

the concession stand at Palmer Field for a fee of 5% of the net profits payable no later 
than February 1, of each year 

 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval authorizing the Mayor to sign a three-year 
lease with the American Legion Post 75 for the concession stand at Palmer Field for a fee of 5% of the 
net profits payable no later than February 1, of each year. Councilman Robert P. Santangelo seconds the 
motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the 
matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   
 
Resolution No. 85-14 
File Name pw2014PalmerFieldConcessionStandAgreement 
Description Authorizing the Mayor to sign a three-year lease with the American Legion Post 75 
for the concession stand at Palmer Field for a fee of 5% of the net profits payable no later than 
February 1, of each year. 
(Approved) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:    That Mayor Daniel T. Drew 

be authorized to sign a three-year lease with the American Legion Post 75 for exclusive use of the Concession Stand 
at Palmer Field. 

 
LEASE AGREEMENT 

 
 
 THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this        day of        2014, by and between the City of Middletown, 
245 DeKoven Drive, Middletown, Connecticut 06457, acting by and through its Public Works & Facilities Department, 
hereinafter referred to as the CITY, and American Legion Post 75, 58 Bernie O'Rourke Drive, Middletown, Connecticut 
06457, hereinafter referred to as the CONCESSIONAIRE. 
 
     WITNESSETH: That the CITY for and in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinafter mentioned 
to be kept and performed by the CONCESSIONAIRE, hereby lets and leases to the CONCESSIONAIRE for the term 
beginning May 1, 2014 and ending January 31, 2018, the concession stand at Palmer Field, in the City of Middletown, 
Connecticut. 
 
 ARTICLES OF EQUIPMENT:  It is hereby understood and agreed by the parties hereto that the 
CONCESSIONAIRE shall provide, at its own expense, any equipment which may be necessary and/or desirable for the 
proper operation of the concession stand. 
 MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS:  The CONCESSIONAIRE hereby agrees to protect, serve, and maintain in 
good condition the leased concession stand.  The CONCESSIONAIRE agrees not to injure, deface, or overload the 
concession stand included in this lease, nor permit any employee or volunteers to injure or deface said building or 
property.  The CONCESSIONAIRE shall pay promptly all material and labor accounts resulting from making any repairs, 
and for regular operations in order to prevent the filing of liens.  Should such liens be filed, then this lease, at the 
discretion of the CITY, shall become null and void upon written notice by the CITY to the CONCESSIONAIRE.  The 
CONCESSIONAIRE further agrees that no changes will be made in the concession stand or fixtures or appurtenances 
added thereto without the prior written permission of the CITY; that as previously mentioned, the CONCESSIONAIRE 
agrees to protect the property of the CITY from any and all injury and damage except from ordinary use and wear 
caused by the CONCESSIONAIRE in the exercise of the rights and privileges herein granted; that upon failure to do so, 
the CITY reserves the right to make repairs of injury and damage as deemed necessary in the opinion of the CITY, and 
charge the expense of same to the CONCESSIONAIRE; that the CITY shall have a prior lien upon all assets, property 
and effects of the said CONCESSIONAIRE in order to secure the CITY against any such loss and injury and any and all 
expense incurred or paid on account thereof.  The CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to keep in proper condition the area of 
Palmer Field, free from all trash and paper that is littered from merchandise dispensed by the CONCESSIONAIRE. 
 
 SUBLEASE:  This agreement shall not be subleased in whole or in part without prior written consent of the 
CITY. 
 CONCESSION STAND:   American Legion Post 75, as the Concessionaire, has exclusive use to sell food and 
beverages at Palmer Field.  The CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to keep the concession stand open during scheduled 
events when there will be a reasonable demand for their goods and services.  In no event, will the CONCESSIONAIRE 
serve any beverages in glass containers of any kind.  The CONCESSIONAIRE further agrees to comply with all 
ordinances, laws and regulations regarding recycling within the City of Middletown.  
 
 FEE:  The CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to pay the CITY, at the Public Works & Facilities Department office, a 
concession rental of five percent net profits, payable no later than February 1

st
 of each year, with a complete accounting 

of the method used to determine the rental paid.  Payment should be made by check, payable to "Treasurer, City of 
Middletown."  The CITY shall have first or prior lien upon all assets, property and effects of the CONCESSIONAIRE to 
secure it for any and all monies which may in any way or manner become due to the CITY from the CONCESSIONAIRE 
and remain unpaid. 
 
 SALE OF LIQUORS:   No type of alcoholic beverages are to be sold, vended, served, and/or dispensed by the 
CONCESSIONAIRE. 
 
 TAXES:  The CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to pay promptly before penalty dates any taxes as prescribed by 
County, State, or Federal Law, such as income, social security, unemployment, sales tax, and/or any other tax that 
might be levied upon operations during the term of this lease. 
 
 SPECIFIC ENFORCEMENT - ATTORNEY'S FEES:  Each and every provision of this agreement shall be 
specifically enforceable.  If it is necessary for the CITY to employ the City’s General Counsel or retain outside counsel 
and/or commence an action to enforce its rights under any provision in this agreement, the CONCESSIONAIRE shall 
pay to the CITY all costs and expenses actually incurred in the employment or retention of such City Attorney and/or 
outside counsel in the bringing of an action, including reasonable attorney's fees. 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=9a9178c9-3ef4-1032-ab3e-cc6697c41001&time=4690
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=9a9178c9-3ef4-1032-ab3e-cc6697c41001&time=4690
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=9a9178c9-3ef4-1032-ab3e-cc6697c41001&time=4690
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=9a9178c9-3ef4-1032-ab3e-cc6697c41001&time=4690
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 REMEDIES CUMULATIVE:  Any and all remedies provided in this agreement shall not be exclusive, but shall 
be cumulative and are in addition to any and all other remedies available to the parties by law. 
 
 COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS:  The CONCESSIONAIRE covenants and agrees that it shall comply with all laws 
and requirements of all governmental authorities having jurisdiction in the performance of this agreement.  
 
 NO DISCRIMINATION:  In the performance of this Agreement, the CONCESSIONAIRE  will not discriminate 
against any person or group of persons on the grounds of race, color, religious creed, age, marital status, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, military service, criminal record, genetics, mental or physical disability, including, but 
not limited to, blindness, unless it is shown that such disability prevents performance of the work involved, in any 
manner prohibited by the laws of the United States, the State of Connecticut, or the City of Middletown.   The 
CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to provide the Affirmative Action Officer of the City of Middletown with such information 
that she may request concerning its employment practices and procedures as related to the provisions of this 
Section. 
 
 ADA ACCOMODATIONS:   The CONCESSIONAIRE,  will, at all times, comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA).  Specifically, the CONCESSIONAIRE is hereby notified that the City must comply with the 
requirements of the ADA and that CONCESSIONAIRE, as the provider of the goods/services set out herein, must 
also comply with the ADA.  
 
 BINDING EFFECT:  This agreement is binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the parties and their 
respective heirs, representatives, successors and assigns. 
 
 TIME OF ESSENCE:   Time is of the essence of this agreement. 
 
 NOTICE:  All notices or communications which are required or desired to be given or made hereunder shall be 
sufficiently given or made if sent by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, to the party for whom intended 
at the address of such party hereinbefore set forth or at such address of which such party shall have given written notice 
in the manner provided herein and shall be deemed given on the date so mailed.  
 
 GOVERNING LAW:  This Agreement, in all respects, shall be construed and enforced under the laws of the 
State of Connecticut. 
 
 COUNTERPARTS:  This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be 
deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
 
 PARTIAL INVALIDITY:  If any provisions of this Agreement shall be held to be invalid for any reason, the 
remaining provisions of this Agreement shall not be effected by such determination and shall remain in full force and 
effect. 
 WAIVERS NOT CONTINUING:  No waiver of any default or breach of this Agreement shall be a continuing 
waiver of such, or of any other breach or default. 
 
 ENTIRE AGREEMENT - AMENDMENT:  This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding of the parties with 
respect to the matters herein, and it may not be changed except by a written document signed by all the parties hereto. 
 
 CAPTIONS:  The captions at the beginning of the various paragraphs or provisions of the Agreement are for 
convenience of reference only and shall not define or limit the terms of such paragraphs or provisions in any manner. 
 
 NONLIABILITY OF THE CITY: INDEMNITY:  During the term of this lease, to the fullest extent permitted by 
law, the CONCESSIONAIRE shall at all times defend, indemnify and save harmless the CITY, its officers, agents, 
servants and employees, on account of any and all claims, damages, losses, litigation, expenses, counsel fees, and 
compensation, arising out of injuries (including death) sustained by or alleged to have been sustained by the 
CONCESSIONAIRE'S officers, agents, servants, employees, invitees, guests, and others otherwise performing services 
for the CONCESSIONAIRE and from injuries (including death) sustained by or alleged to have been sustained by the 
public or by any other person or property, real or personal (including property of the CITY) caused in whole or in part by 
the acts, omissions, or neglect of the CONCESSIONAIRE, its officers, agents, servants, employees, invitees, guests, or 
others performing services for the CONCESSIONAIRE. 
 
 INSURANCE:   During the term of this lease, the CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to provide the insurances as 
required in Exhibit A which has been attached hereto and incorporated herein. The City will cover the building and any 
contents the City owns, but coverage, in the event of a loss like fire or theft, would not extend to any items owned by the 
CONCESSIONAIRE. 
 

 
13. Appointment and Confirmation of Robert Kronenberger as Fire Chief for the Middletown Fire 

District: 
 

A. Questions to candidate 
 

The Chair would like to introduce the candidates and say a little  about them both.  Rob and Steve are 
consummate professionals and are long time firefighters; they are scholars in their field; they worked their 
way through the ranks; they are talented and skilled and strong leaders.  They both have master’s 
degrees in Fire Administration and Public Administration respectively and continue to work on their 
educations.  Both are executive fire officers.  The designation of executive fire officer is rare and given out 
to few people and requires a tremendous amount of work. The designation made by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency; once you earn it you have to keep it and to keep it you have to 
continue to be a scholar and continue to work on a number of projects, and continue to show the best 
practices and latest standards are being used.  Both exemplify that.  I am proud to put both in front of you 
tonight and will make an incredible fire department.  He asks the Deputy Chief to come forward to 
respond to questions.  Councilman Santangelo states looking at the resume and saw the role you played 
as deputy fire chief and budgeting but what caught my attention is the adjutant member at two 
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universities.  Deputy Chief Kronenberger states last 5 years he has been adjutant professor at Grand 
Canyon where he received degrees and teaches Executive Fire Officer course and Emergency 
Management and at Idaho State, Fire Science and Fire Administration.  Councilman Santangelo states 
you have done grant writing; how many have you written.  Rob he has written one for $206,000 start of 
Hazmat Team and upgrade of radio equipment.  The Fire Prevention grant for a fire trailer for $62,000; he 
did the safer grant brought in 4 firefighters in 2008 and is worth about $900,000.  He wrote another grant 
for firefighters and didn't want to give it up, but absorbing $1.3 million at the end of three years would be 
too much.  Councilman Santangelo would you move to Middletown.  Deputy Chief Kronenberger nine 
years ago he had a waiver and made the decision based on  Family.  In nine years, family is grown and 
he is looking for a career change.  Councilman Bauer asks assuming you are the next chief, what are 
your plans for the department and would like to hear it if you are retiring, what would you like your major 
accomplishments to have  been.   Rob  it is the best fire departments in the State.  What has been 
accomplished for example specialized rescue situations.  He would like to move forward with that.  He 
would like the department to meet national standards as far as staffing.  We are two people short of 
federal standards.  Short term we need to address succession planning; we have done great job, but one 
thing that seriously concerns me is that in the next few years we can be losing quite a bit of experience.  
Twelve of 16 line officers are of retirement age.  We could lose them quickly.  He would push forward 
continuing our officer training.  We have done it in the past, but would like to push it forward and do 
annual training with our officers.  We used to send two officers to staff and command and runs in different 
locations done through Maryland Fire institute and he would like to get back to that.  Councilman Bauer  
asks when it is a team approach, what is your plan; how will you work with the deputy and look upon the 
ideas of the deputy and other officers in the department.  Deputy Chief Kronenberger states Battalion 
Chief LaRosa has a lot of experience and he would make him the operational officer of the department.  
He would like him to be the operational officer and that is his strength and would be best for the 
department.  We need to empower our battalion chiefs and we started to broach that in February and 
would like to continue that.  It will be a team approach.  Councilman Faulkner states he apologizes for not 
getting back to you.  For my perspective I am interested in the vision going forward and you answered 
some of that already with your priorities.  What about the City in general; how does Middletown look today 
and how do you want it to look in the future.    Deputy Chief Kronenberger  states that is not in his purview 
and it will take state legislation; is it a smart move, it should be looked at and there are cost savings, but 
you have three departments.  I am not going out on the limb and say consolidation is a must, but it should 
be looked at.  Faulkner was intrigued in looking at your resume and there was a Google book and I 
couldn't open it. He read it was about diversifying recruitment.   Was that authored by you.  Deputy Chief 
Kronenberger responds yes, it was his second or third paper for his Executive Fire officer course.  It was 
diversifying recruitment because we don't do a good job.  We added a requirement of EMT to apply, so if 
you are not an EMT your application is not accepted.  The Union President came to him and said the best 
thing to do to diversify recruitment is to remove the EMT requirement and it would give you a more level 
field.  He believes that if he is Chief ,you could have a recruitment at all levels and the entry level he 
would like to remove it; it would put some financial burden on the department, but would widen the 
playing field.  Councilman Faulkner states he is on Insurance and Claims they are looking at the arcade 
parking lot; did the Fire Department have input or recommendations.   Deputy Chief Kronenberger 
responds yes from Code and safety aspects; there are things they would like included in the plans.  we 
wanted to make sure that it has sprinklers and make sure standpipes are in place.  Councilman  Faulkner 
asks if he agreed with the efforts to close it off.  Rob yes; it was the smart move.  We all want the new one 
and it would benefit the City.  It is when funding comes available. 

 
The Chair recognizes Councilman Chisem.  He asks in terms of your relationship with the other 
departments, how has that been.  Deputy Chief Kronenberger responds it has been very good.  He was 
tasked two or three years ago and spear-headed rewriting the emergency operations manual.  It got me 
involved with each department and how they operate.  They meet monthly with the fire districts and in the 
County he is president of the Middlesex County Fire Chief's.  Councilman Chisem asks about Emergency 
Management and how that relationship is.  Deputy Chief Kronenberger states it is separate and he works 
well with them. 

 
 B. Approving a resolution confirming the appointment of Robert Kronenberger as the Fire 

Chief, Salary Grade 20, Step 5 ($53.28), nonbargaining, exempt with permanent 
residency in Middletown in one year.  

 
Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta reads and moves for approval Approving a resolution confirming the 
appointment of Robert Kronenberger as the Fire Chief, Salary Grade 20, Step 5 ($53.28), nonbargaining, 
exempt with permanent residency in Middletown in one year. Councilman Carl R. Chisem seconds the 
motion. 
 
Councilman Streeto will support this; he didn't have questions for Rob or Steve because he never heard a 
bad comment of either one.  Both have given years of selfish and professional service and should be 
lauded for their service and you must have had an extremely hard decision.  The police chief's 
recommendation speaks highly to the candidates and it says something that he speaks on their behalf.  It 
is my pleasure to vote for this and he urges his colleagues to do the same.  
 
Councilman Serra states in the past my position  on residency has been a strong one for the past 32 
years and what concerns me is that Section 74-31 B of the ordinance section and he reads it.  It expired 
2005 and it concerns him an individual, and I just took it off the internet that this is violation for 9 years not 
moving into the City of Middletown.  Everyone knows how I feel about residency.  Being a resident is no 
different than the Council being a resident.  That is the first thing for me.  I don't see good faith in that and 
when they were doing the exempt employee agreement there was some interaction of a negative kind 
coming from this candidate unfortunately and also as he went through the  Safer grant, it had some 
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inaccuracies and ill advise of the purchase of trucks.  He will not support this candidate for those reasons 
and the budget and the cooperation as he hears from people he trusts he will not support this. 
Councilwoman Russo Driska spoke with Chief Ross and there was concerns about communication.  I 
wish the Acting Chief would have called me and aired out many of the issues I have including budgetary.  
You get to know fire service intimately and South Fire keeps its mill rate down.  A merger sounds great 
and there is more to it and there are budgetary concerns.  The Safer Grant and selling the truck and 
cooperation between  departments was negative.  I will vote no at this time.  
 
Councilman Giuliano states he would like to ask a procedural question to Corporation Counsel.  As I look 
at the sets of resolution that should 13 A pass we would Proceed  to 14, but if 13A fails, it would appear 
the items would be disposed of as  they would no longer be in order because there would be no vacancy 
in the position of Deputy Chief.  Corporation Counsel Ryan states if 13 A failed, you would be correct.  
Councilman Giuliano states sometimes things are just as they appear and this should be anon 
controversial appointment.  He is a 23 year veteran and for the last 9 years has risen to the second 
highest rank and during that time I have never heard Middletown Fire is going in the  wrong direction or 
question as to competence or qualifications of the deputy chief.  Our role is very limited.  We have two 
choices, either a 23 year veteran with nine years as Deputy becomes leader or unknown.  I am much 
more comfortable with Kronenberger than unknown.  There are those who have expressed their 
reservations and I would ask where they have been for nine years if they are questioning his competence 
now then  either Kronenberger is such a great actor and hoodwinked three mayors and the community at 
large or we are all woefully unconscious.  Sometimes things are just what they appear to be.  We have a 
distinguished 23 year veteran who has acquitted himself very well and he will support him. Councilman 
Faulkner states he came in leaning toward supporting Deputy Chief Kronenberger and continues to 
support him.  He looked at his expertise and experience, his grant writing, teacher, and his Citations.  
When we did our Mayor's task force, one of the things he looked for is management training because 
Middletown is lacking managers and leaders in the departments.  The Candidate has done most of that.  I 
agree that his experience, he has been hear a long time and we want to continue to support those who 
are learning while they are with us and I am willing to support the candidate. Councilwoman Bartolotta 
speaks to the relationship with other departments.  She is a South Fire Active Commissioner.  I spoke to 
the South Fire Chief Ross and came out and asked him about acting Chief Kronenberger and he agreed 
that communication has been good and they would continue to work on improving it.  She would like to 
address the Fire Truck and he asked those questions, and he gave me insightful views about the truck 
and selling it in that timeframe.  He did agree with me in the end that we should have traded it in if we 
knew the situation.  He has learned from the situation. She will support acting chief for chief because of 
his history of professionalism with the City and bringing the department into the future and knowing he will 
work with others, and continue to bring a positive light to the department. 

 
The chair calls for the vote. It is 10 aye votes by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope 
P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. 
Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilman David Bauer; 2 nay votes by Councilman Thomas J. 
Serra, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska and 0 absent by no one. The Chair states the matter carried 
with 10 affirmative votes, 2 in opposition and 0  absent.  
   
The chair congratulates the Chief and he receives a standing ovation from the Council and members of 
the public present. 
 
Resolution No. 86-14 
File Name GCCconfirmRKronenberger 
Description Approving a resolution confirming the appointment of Robert Kronenberger as the 
Fire Chief, Salary Grade 20, Step 5 ($53.28), nonbargaining, exempt with permanent residency in 
Middletown in one year. 
(Approved) 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Kronenberger was hired by the City of Middletown as a Firefighter on August 13, 1991; and 
 
WHEREAS, Robert W. Kronenberger has risen through the ranks of the Middletown Fire Department serving in the 
positions of Fire Lieutenant, Fire Captain/Training Officer, Deputy Fire Chief and his current position of Acting Fire 
Chief; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN that it 
confirms the appointment of Robert W. Kronenberger to the position of Fire Chief,  Salary Grade 20 – Step 5 ($53.28) 
Non-bargaining Exempt; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall take effect upon adoption; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Robert W. Kronenberger shall become a permanent resident of the City of 
Middletown within one (1) year of this appointment, in accordance with the Middletown Code of Ordinance. 

 
 
 
14. Appointment and Confirmation of Steven LaRosa as Deputy Fire Chief for the Middletown Fire 

District: 
 

A. Questions to candidate 
 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=349d63e3-9593-4d0a-9e55-26643513847d&meta_id=5e00b2d5-ffba-433a-bce5-578ea664d311&time=6534
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Councilman Bauer asks the same question about where you would like to see the department in the 
future.  Battalion Chief LaRosa responds he is passionate about the department and his vision; he looks 
at the makeup of the department.  It's make up is disturbing; we are losing City kids and we need to drop 
EMT because we are losing City kids.  The second is the safety of his people and the service they give to 
the City.  These are great fire fighters and are dedicated to the City.  I would like to leave that to them and 
he will share his passion every day.  He will mentor them every single day to make sure their careers 
match ours.  Councilman Chisem states your relationship with your battalion chief now, how do you see 
that going forward.  Battalion Chief LaRosa states the core thing of our service is each individual brings a 
strength to the table and the people who have a handle about what goes on are the Battalion Chiefs.  
Middletown for a small city we see a lot of things.  It doesn't mean the firefighters are not important, but 
the battalion chiefs are the core of the department.  The Chief is in agreement that we have to take care 
of our officers.    It is important to get them there, mentor them to match our career paths. Councilman 
Santangelo states looking through your resume, I am impressed.  I heard Chief Kronenberger reference 
the fact you would make an operations officer and looking at what you have done I can see that.  You 
designed and recommended a one, five and ten year training program.  Battalion Chief LaRosa states he 
won't be doing training.  What he would like to see is development of a long range plan and short range 
plan to get our officers and firefighters to the proper level.  We have the possibility of  losing a lot of 
experience and the only way to gather than is training.  That needs to take a forefront, especially in 
operations.   He will look at a plan and doing that.  He would never step on his toes, but assist him to 
make sure each and everything we do, fits into our daily operation. 

 
Councilman Giuliano states he wanted to follow up on dropping EMT qualification as an entry level 
qualification; he presumes it is valuable of getting it while in the department.  How are you going to cover 
operations while getting training for EMT.  Battalion Chief LaRosa states we did it in the past and we have 
enough manning on duty, it would not affect our everyday operations.  It is a juggling act.  We were adept 
at it in the past and decided to save money and now we need to look at that.  Middletown kids don't apply 
and that needs to change.  We can juggle it and the Battalion Chiefs and Lieutenants do a good job with 
that. Councilwoman Russo Driska asks if you are deputy chief and operations officer, what is your goal 
with other agencies.  Battalion Chief LaRosa states it is important our relationship with other departments.  
It is getting to know each other and building those personal relationships again for a number of  reasons 
we lost sight of that.  We need to reach out and his role is to look at everyday operations where we 
respond for mutual aid automatically on building fires and getting their firefighters and our firefighters to 
know each other.  I would look to their training officers and chief officers and he will work tirelessly to 
repair that relationship.  We need them as our partners and for emergency management, what we have is 
fairly strong.  I look to their leadership because they know what they are doing.  He will continue with that 
relationship and build on it.  Councilwoman Driska states Chief Kronenberger if that is your first decision, 
it sounds like you will make a good team and effort for both of you and I am happy to hear from you. 

 
B. Approving a resolution confirming the appointment of Steven LaRosa as the Deputy 

Fire Chief, Salary Grade 17, Step 5 ($46.74), nonbargaining, Exempt, with permanent 
residency in Middletown in one year. 

 
Councilman Carl R. Chisem reads and moves for approval the appointment and Confirmation of Steven 
LaRosa as Deputy Fire Chief for the Middletown Fire District. Councilman Robert P. Santangelo seconds 
the motion.  
 
Councilman Bauer states he is learning the importance of appointments.  We are putting our trust in the 
individuals before us and putting our trust in your choice Mr. Mayor and how you will supervise the 
department with these appointees and the oversight of the Council.  He takes Councilman Serra's 
comments seriously and we don't have a truly perfect choice and hopes the appointments take the 
department in the right direction.  He will support this. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to 
approve with 12 aye votes. The chair states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   

 
The Chair congratulates the new team at the fire department.  He thanks the members of the Fire 
Department for what they do.  A lot of us took the fire ops program where you go into a building, a training 
building and you experience what it is like to be a firefighter.  It is difficult to describe how difficult it is to 
do basic things like moving around.  I cannot overstate how difficult it is and they have one of the hardest 
jobs.  Congratulates them and they will do a wonderful job. 

 
 Resolution No. 87-14 
 File Name GCCconfirmSLaRosa 
 Description Approving the appointment and Confirmation of Steven LaRosa as Deputy Fire 

Chief for the Middletown Fire District. 
(Approved) 
 
WHEREAS, Steven J. LaRosa was hired by the City of Middletown as a Firefighter on October 24, 1983; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steven J. LaRosa has risen through the ranks of the Middletown Fire Department serving in the positions 
of Fire Lieutenant, Fire Captain and his current position of Battalion Chief;  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN that it 
confirms the appointment of Steven J. LaRosa to the position of Deputy Fire Chief,  Salary Grade 17 – Step 5 
($46.74) Non-bargaining Exempt, contingent upon the promotional appointment of the former Deputy Fire Chief to 
Fire Chief; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall take effect upon adoption. 
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15. Mayor's Appointments. 
(Approved) 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley moves for approval the Mayor's Appointments. Councilman James Streeto 
seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair 
states the matter passes unanimously with 12 affirmative votes.   

 
Contract Compliance: 

 Reappointment of Amedeo Negrilli to June 30, 2015. 
 
  

16. Contingency Fund Transfers (none). 
 
17. Meeting adjourned. 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra moves to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman James Streeto seconds the 
motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is unanimous to approve with 12 aye votes. The chair declares the 
meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
 
      ATTEST: 
 
 
      MARIE O. NORWOOD   
      COMMON COUNCIL CLERK 
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